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BEYOND THE FRONT DOOR
Inside the Auchmar Manor House: D. Day Vignettes

HAMILTON, ONTARIO, June 6, 1944. Those out early for a walk this morning looked down
from the Wentworth Street steps, upon the bayfront,
the waters calm with a slight breeze; a harbinger of a
beautiful late spring day.

It would be a warm day, with the day hitting 70
degrees Fahrenheit (21 Celsius) before cooling a bit
after the dinner hour.

Below, in the industrial sector, shift change occurred.
The men had left to enlist and serve overseas in the
army, navy and airforce. Women left their homes to
work in munitions factories. Vi Connolly was one.
Veronica Foster was another.

Otis Fensom, Canadian Westinghouse, Sawyer Massey, Hamilton Cotton Company, and Cosmos
Imperial Company Ltd shifted and retooled for wartime production when war broke out in
Europe 5 years ago.



The Hamilton Spectator was rushing to press for a Special Edition after receiving the first news
dispatches from England about Normandy.

In the early morning of June 6, 1944, sirens blared, church bells rang, and factory whistles blew
to spread the news — the long-rumoured Allied invasion of Normandy had begun

Many industrial and war-material plants across Ontario installed radios and loudspeakers at
central points to give workers the latest updates. Some employers felt this encouraged people to
work even harder, as they wanted to help support the troops. Retailers hooked up radios to keep
their customers informed. Some employees were given time off to attend daytime services — in
Sudbury, offices and factories closed for an hour at 10:30 a.m.
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Major John Douglas Young enlisted in the Armed Services in June 1940. In 1944, he landed on
June Beach.

He is a McMaster University Alumni. His biography is in the Alumni Archives.
The following excerpt is from the McMaster University Alumni Archives.

McMaster University Alumni acknowledges and thanks John’s brother, William Holton Young
for providing many of the military details and information regarding John D. Young for the
Alumni Archives.

JUNO BEACH, NORMANDY, JUNE 6, 1944.

“..... June 6th unleashed, as expected, a multitude of lethal hazards for the invading Allied
forces, including Doug's unit. For one thing, before the Canadians could even disembark on
Juno they had to contend not only with deadly enemy artillery and machine gun fire but with
mined underwater obstacles and a driving tide through which their landing craft often rolled
uncertainly and erratically. Indeed, the stage seemed set, as one account starkly put it, "for a
repetition of what was already occurring on Omaha [Beach, the American sector], savage
slaughter". Fortunately that kind of large scale killing did not happen to the Canadians, though
they suffered severely enough while battling to establish their own beachhead further east.

Among the first to suffer was Doug's own outfit, the 13th Field Regiment, which was supporting
the assault troops, in this case the Regina Rifles. To begin with, the craft transporting the unit
landing party was destroyed either by shell fire or a mine with the loss of all on board. It was an
ominous start. Even so, the Canadian gunners in other craft tried to give as good as they got.
"On the run-in", the official history reported, "field guns had been firing over the heads of the
infantry in the assault landing craft, which had left their mother ship and were now beginning to
touch down on their beaches".

At about the same time Major Douglas Young and his party, made up of three gunners from the
13th, were in their own landing craft and also seeking to negotiate a landfall. But before they



could set foot on Juno disaster struck them as well. One of the party's survivors later described
what happened to his major and his comrades that lacerating day. "We crossed the Channel on a
LCT [Landing Craft Tanks]", Gunner George Lacey reported on 17 June 1944,

The effects were devastating. Doug and Lacy's comrades were grievously wounded, one gunner
suffering a badly mangled arm. His wounds could be treated with a tourniquet, however, which
was supplied by the LCT's crew, who also furnished morphine for the stricken soldier.
Unfortunately Doug, who had also borne the brunt of the exploding shell, was beyond even this
kind of help. His upper right leg was shattered and he was bleeding heavily, so much so that
within a matter of minutes he was dead. The wounded survivors were transferred to a hospital
ship while Lacy was obliged to return to England but only after he had unavailingly sought to
get ashore and report the fate of his major and the gunners. On being queried later, he could not
recall the "time [or place] of Major Young's burial". Like Lieutenant Robert Dorsey [HR] his
war had ended almost before it began....."
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D DAY JUNE 6, 1944
THE STAINED - GLASS WINDOW

Ex-cadets are named on the Memorial Arch at the Royal Military College of Canada in Kingston,
Ontario and in memorial stained glass windows to fallen comrades.

2360 Major John Douglas Young (R.M.C. 1933) was the son of James V. Young and Wilmot M.
Young of Ottawa Ontario.

He served with the Royal Canadian Artillery. He died on June 6, 1944 at 28 years of age.

His name is listed on the Bayeaux Memorial in Bayeuax, Normandy.

The J. Douglas Young Sword of Excellence at the Royal Military College of Canada was
donated by the Class of 1933 in memory of their Classmate #2360 John Douglas Young (R.M.C.
1933).




D DAY JUNE 6, 1944
ROMANCE AND MARRIAGE

Flight Lieutenant and Squadron Leader James “Stocky” Edwards was posted back to England
after two years in Africa and Italy.

On D Day, at 23 years of age, he flew his Spitfire over the beaches of Normandy.

Alice “Toni” Edwards (nee Antonio), like “Stocky” was from Saskatchewan. She was training to
be a nurse when she joined the R.C.A.F. “on a dare” in October 1942.

Stocky and Toni had met years earlier but then lost touch.

Toni began her training at Rockcliffe, Ontario, and worked in Communications from October
1942 until December 1946. Her postings included Alymer, the No. 1. R.C.A.F. Convalescent
Hospital in Muskoka and No. 2 R.C.A.F. Convalescent Hospital (Young Division) in Hamilton.

After the war, Toni completed her medical training and worked as a nurse until her marriage.

When the war ended, Stocky remained in the R.C.A.F. He raised a family and lost his wife at a
young age.

As the years passed, he reconnected with Toni who was working as a nurse at Grace Hospital.
They in married in 1951.



True Stories from World War Two’s Hometown Heroes

Personal Inferviews with Canadian Besiselling Author

ELINOR FLORENCE
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James Francis “Stocky” Edwards, R.C.A.F. fighter/bomber pilot and Ace, member of Canada’s
Aviation Hall of Fame passed away in his 101% year on May 14, 2022.
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RoYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE

Service Flying
Training School
BRITISH COMMONWEALTH

AIR TRAINING PLAN

Cammon-

D.DAY, JUNE 6, 1944

THE HOMEFRONT
(R.C.A.F. CONVALSESCENT HOSPITAL NO. 2)

Flight Lieutenant Dr. Philip A. Voelker had many things to consider on this Tuesday.

People unknown to him were heading into Normandy. James “Stocky” Edwards was in his
Spitfire. John Douglas Young landed at Juno Beach.

R.C.A.F.Convalescent Hospital No. 2 (Young Division) had been operational for nine months.
Among the items on his desk was the monthly return covering all patients treated at C.H. No.2.
Each of the six facilities was required to submit these returns to the R.C.A.F.

Dr. Voelker oversaw the treatment, phsyiotherapy and rehabilitation of airmen injured during
battle. The men came from England, Australia, New Zealand and from across Canada. All passed
through the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan.

All Canadians, passed through one of the Manning Depots. Did Dr. Voelker look back on those
days?

After graduating from the School of Medicine, University of Toronto and prior to joining the
R.C.A.F.and reporting for basic training at Manning Depot No.1, Toronto, Dr. Voelker married
Viva “Curly” Macdonald from Carlyle, Saskatchewan.

Together, they established a home and family practice in Waterloo.



The nurse tapped on his desk, a reminder that he was required. Was the camera ready? Dr.
Voelker documented the physio regimens. Also, the men were looking forward to this week’s
dance.

Being far away from home and injured can take its toll on men. When Dr. Voelker learned that
one of the recovering airmen was from Carlyle, he brought him home to dinner. They talked the
evening away about the towns, prairies and home.

Friendships were forged during these years. Men from around the world, men and women from
Canada, sharing the wartime years. Letters and memories were exchanged long after V.E. Day
and many were thankful.

Thank you to Maggie Voelker for sharing a family story.
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FRIENDS OFAUCHMAR

News, Events, Partnerships.

FRIENDS OF AUCHMAR 2026 Spring
Meeting

The Friends of Auchmar Spring Meeting was
held on April 8, 2026, at the Lister Block
Tourism Centre in Hamilton.

FRIENDS OF A

This was a Special Meeting open to the public at large. The Keynote topic was an update on the
Auchmar Estate Restoration Plans.

Doors Open Hamilton 2026 was presented and the call for Volunteers was reiterated. Auchmar
Estate will once again participate. The hours on the weekend of May 2", and May 3 are 10:00
am. — 4:00 pm.

The Friends of Auchmar is pleased to act as host at this site.

Graham Cubitt of Indwell provided an update on the Century Manor restoration.

THE AUCHMAR CHALLENGE FUND

~ AUCHMAR CHALLENGE FUND
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AUCHMAR
CHALLENGE
FUND

The Auchmar Estate was retained by the City of Hamilton as a Community Restoration Project.
Heritage Hamilton joined the community with an Auchmar Challenge Fund in which the
Foundation will match dollar-for-dollar donations from the community for an approved
restoration project at the Auchmar Estate up to $25,000.00.

Donate today by following this link — Donate to the Auchmar Challenge Fund

After clicking the above link, please include a “message to charity” on the donations page,
indicating that you are donating to the Auchmar Challenge Fund. A charitable donation tax
receipt will be issued by Heritage Hamilton Foundation for all donations.

FOUNDATION

DOORS OPEN HAMILTON, MAY 2" — MAY 3", 2026

Visit AUCHMAR Manor
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https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/heritage-hamilton-foundation/

THE PHOTO GALLERY

This issue of the Photo Gallery highlights some of the architectural details of the Auchmar
Estate.




CONTACT US

LOOKING TO REACH the Friends of Auchmar and not sure how? Do you want to attend our public
meeting? Would you like a little bit of information? Do you have a comment? Would you like to become
involved? Do you have a memory or story about Auchmar that you wish to share?

Here are the ways:

Website: www.friendsofauchmar.ca

General Information Email: info@friendsofauchmar.ca

Membership: membership@friendsofauchmar.ca

X: @FOAuchmar.ca

Facebook: www.faceboook.com/friendsofauchmar

OR

Just come up and speak with us.

PHOTO CREDITS

Page 1: (1) Window Auchmar southside (www.militarybruce.com) (2) Hallway (J. Kajaste) (3) Window
Auchmar westside (Doors Open 2022) (4) Otis Fensom Building (www.industrialhamilton.com)

Page 3: (1) D.Day Remembrance Scroll (Veterans’ Affairs Canada)
(www.veterans.gc.ca.>remembrance>memorials

Page 4: (1-4) John Douglas Young Original Source: John Douglas Young Photo (top left corner)
Hamilton Spectator, November 12, 1944

The numbers correspond to the photos left to right and top to bottom.

1. John Douglas Young 26268824 7
2. The Stained Glass Window 2628824 8
3. John Douglas Young R.M.C. 2628824 13
4. The J. Douglas Young Sword of Excellence 2628824 12
5.

Page 5: (1) Toni Edwards (original source R.C.A.F. Archives,) (Elinor Florence) (2) Wedding Photograph
(sourced at Elinor Florence) (3) Stocky Edwards 16. Stocky-with-JFE-Spitfire-feature (Sourced at
Elinor Florence) (www.elinorflorence.com)

Page 6: (1) Book Cover My Favourite Veterans ( Sourced www.elinorflorence.com) (2) James & Toni
Edwards (sourced at elinorflorence.com) (3) Stocky Edwards Portrait (sourced at
www.elinorflorence.com)
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https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.friendsofauchmar.ca/wp-content/themes/_twentytwelve_child/images/Friends-of-Auchmar-graphic.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.friendsofauchmar.ca/&docid=7OWextBX8sNRtM&tbnid=FWa3Qc5-u5jWwM:&vet=12ahUKEwjOksinnPfdAhVo6oMKHWCyBWI4rAIQMyhYMFh6BAgBEFk..i&w=133&h=118&bih=877&biw=1920&q=friendsofauchmar.ca&ved=2ahUKEwjOksinnPfdAhVo6oMKHWCyBWI4rAIQMyhYMFh6BAgBEFk&iact=mrc&uact=8

Page 7: (1) Manning Depot No. 1, Toronto (postcard-toronto-manning-rcaf) (2) Philip and Viva Voelker
(17426257 151299656206695 7374506636900686724 n (original source Voelker Family Collection)
(3) B.C.A.T.P. sign (www.rcafarchives.com)

Page 8: (1) R.C.A.F. Convalescent Hospital No 2. (Doug Embleton Private Collection) (2) Physio Room
Auchmar (Doug Embleton Private Collection) (3) Philip Voelker, School of Medicine, Torontonensis38

Page 9: (1) Friends of Auchmar (F.O.A. Events) (2) Auchmar Challenge Fund Auchmar Estate
(University of Toronto Library Archives)

Page 11: (1) Doors Open Hamilton 2026 (F.O.A. Events)
Page 12: (1-6) Auchmar Manor House (Sourced at F.O.A.) (Sourced at J. Kajaste)

Page 13: (1) Auchmar Estate (F.O.A. Facebook, Hamilton Public Library Local History & Archives).
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Photographs (Left to Right, Top to Bottom)

1. Wedding Photo 6. wedding-photo feature[1]
2. Book Cover My-Favourite-Veterans-Front-cover-small-[ 1]
3. Stocky and Toni Stocky-Toni-Edwards-September-10-2016-feature[1]

Photographs (Left to Right, Top to Bottom)

1. Manning Depot No 1. Toronto postcard-toronto-manning-depot-rcaf (1)

2. Dr. Philip Voelker and Viva Voelker
3. B.C.A.T.P Sign rcaf-arc-forces.gc.ca

4. P.A. Voelker, School of Medicine. Torontonensis38univ_109(2)
5. No. 2 R.C.AF. Convalescent Hospital (R.C.A.F. Collection 1943-45)

6. Auchmar (treatment room) (R.C.A.F. Collection 1943-45)



