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BEYOND THE FRONT DOOR 

Inside the Auchmar Manor House:  Photographs 

 

1917. EDGECLIFFE, CHEDOKE MOUNTAIN.  This October evening, there were no 

commitments to the Red Cross Society or any of the many ventures in which they were involved. 

The house was quiet. Their son, James, now almost a year old, was asleep. The days of autumn 

and the evenings too, had been warm and enjoyable, comfortable enough to be outside. 

Alan and Edna leafed through the photograph albums and news clippings. They stopped at the 

wedding portrait of Edna and her bridesmaids which was taken at Fonthill by A.M. Cunningham 

Studio. Was it really almost six years now? How time passed quickly. 

With the war in Europe, news arrived weekly or daily at times about friends and family. Alan 

thought of his brother, Bill, who had been injured and came home two years ago. 

Edna stopped at two photographs of her father, Samuel Owen Greening. Both were of him ice 

skating. In one, he was skating with her sister, Hattie. In the other, he was skating alone. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One by one, Edna looked at the keepsakes and read the wedding announcements; her own, 

Hattie’s and lastly, Mabel’s. 

“She wore a twin set diamond ring and a handsome chatelaine gold watch, a gift of the groom; 

an exquisite Pearl and Olivine necklace, presented by Mr. and Mrs. J. Houde; and a pearl 

broach, the gift of the groom’s mother. 

She wore a Brussels net veil, which had been worn by her mother. The veil had been worn by 

seven brides, being handed down as an heirloom. Orange blossoms surmounted the veil, and the 

bride carried a shower bouquet of white roses and lily of the valley. 

The maid of honour and bridesmaids were presented in white crepe de chene with empire backs 

and wore white French beaver hats trimmed with tull and ostrich feathers. They carried large 

bouquets of red roses with streamers. 

Mrs. Greening, mother of the bride, was handsomely attired in French embroidered pale blue 

crepe de chene with a hat of shaded velvet and shaded feathers and roses. She carried a bouquet 

of sunset roses. 

Mrs. Dr. Braden, the groom’s mother, wore pale grey crepe de chene, trimmed with chiffon and 

rose point lace, with black velvet hat, with feathers and ornaments. 

Miss Braden was attired in champagne coloured crepe de chene trimmed with chiffon. She wore 

a white lace hat, trimmed with white feathers and carried pink roses. 

Among the many magnificent gifts received by the bride were a Brussels lace Empire scarf from 

Mrs. Greening, mother of the bride; the complete furnishing of a dining room by Dr. Braden, 

father of the groom; the handsome gift includes a dinner service and a genuine old grandfather 

clock of a 100 years of age. 



All of the many branches of the Westinghouse Co. sent handsome presents. Mr. and Mrs. Braden 

will have some trouble getting all the presents placed in their home. 

Mr. Braden is Sales Manager of Westinghouse Co. and gives promise of reaching the top rungs 

of the business world. His great popularity is manifest in good wishes and gifts received from 

offices across the continent.” (1). 

Edna looked up. The sun was setting in the sky over the Dundas Valley which was brightly 

painted in rust orange, vibrant yellows and flaming reds. 

 

 

FRIENDS OFAUCHMAR 

News, Events, Partnerships. 

 

THE FRIENDS OF AUCHMAR Annual General Meeting 2022 will be held in November. 

There will be a short business meeting followed by a Keynote Address. 

Visit the website www.friendsofauchmar.ca  for details about the venue and time. 

During the weeks prior to Remembrance Day, visit the Friends of Auchmar Facebook page to 

view stories related to World War 2, with an emphasis upon those who were involved with 

Auchmar. 

The photos below revisit Doors Open Hamilton 2022 and the Voices of Auchmar Series. 

 

 

 Front row: Richard Allen Diane Dent, Debra Mills, Larry DiIanni                         Doug Embleton, Voices of Auchmar Series 

Back row: Bob Gill, Terry Geissler. 

http://www.friendsofauchmar.ca/


THE R.C.A.F. YEARS 

October Arrival 

 

1N OCTOBER 1943, the first airmen and staff arrived at 

R.C.A.F. Convalescent Hospital No. 2 Young Division. 

Preparations had been ongoing during the previous months at 

Auchmar and Wynnstay in Ancaster. Together, the Young 

and Dalley Estates comprised the Young Division. 

Numerous accounts of the early days have been lost to 

history. Some have survived. 

The following account is from a Portion of A Newspaper Clipping (Oct 19th, year and paper 

unrecorded). 

“A clean cut young fighter pilot from Edmonton this afternoon sat in Auchmar, former residence 

of A.V.Young on Mount Hamilton, now a convalescent hospital, and quietly told how he spent 8 

days in a rubber dingy in the English Channel after his Spitfire was shot down over France this 

spring…” 

“There in homelike surroundings, [W.O.2] 

Gerald Emes and the other airmen wounded in 

action or injured and ailing in the course of 

their duties will be nursed back to health 

through a program of physiotherapy, sports, 

relaxation….” 

“Auchmar has been turned over intact in its 

original condition, even to valuable paintings 

and expensive rugs and furniture.” (2). 

Several prominent families would loan their 

estates and homes to the R.C.A.F. during the 

course of the war. 

At Auchmar, Dr. P. A. Voelker would develop, implement, oversee and chronicle the various 

aspects of the therapies for the airmen. 

 



THE PHOTO GALLERY 

 

This issue, the Photo Gallery is dedicated to the airmen who passed through Auchmar during the 

war years. Some of the photographs are from private collections and rarely seen. 
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CONTACT US 

LOOKING TO REACH the Friends of Auchmar and not sure how?  Do you want to attend our public 

meeting? Would you like a little bit of information?  Do you have a comment?  Would you like to become 

involved?  Do you have a memory or story about Auchmar that you wish to share? 

Here are the ways: 

Website:  www.friendsofauchmar.ca 

General Information Email:  info@friendsofauchmar.ca 

Membership:  membership@friendsofauchmar.ca 

Twitter:  @FOAuchmar.ca 

Facebook:  www.faceboook.com/friendsofauchmar  

OR 

Just come up and speak with us.       

                                                                    

PHOTO CREDITS 

Page 1: a) Auchmar and car (Mountain Memories, Jack and Joan Reardon) b) Library (A.V.Young 

Private Collection) c) Auchmar (Library & Archives Canada). 

Page 2: a) Hattie and Samuel Greening (Historical Hamilton FB Group) b) Samuel O. Greening (Kelly 

Arnott, Historical Hamilton FB Group via Vintage Hamilton). 

Page 3: a) Doors Open Hamilton 2022 (F.O.A. Events) b) Doug Embleton (F.O.A. Events) 

Page 4: a) RCAF No.2 (Private Collection, D.E.) b) Airmen at Table (Library & Archives Canada) c) film 

reel of airmen (thespec.com Nov. 10, 2010) 

Page 5: 1) Airmen at southgate (Private Collection D.E.) 2) Airman in Library (Private Collection J. 

Reardon) 3) Poster (Vintage Hamilton). 4) Men seated watching movie (Library & Archives Canada) 5) 

Kitchen detail (Private Collection D.E.)  6 ) Sunroom 1943-45 (Library & Archives Canada) 

Page 6: a) Auchmar Fennell Avenue (Sourced at F.O.A.). 

Page 7: a) Newspaper Clipping of Arrival (Source unknown) 
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