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BEYOND THE FRONT DOOR 

Inside The Auchmar Manor House:  A Society Wedding 

 

BALFOUR HOUSE, 2013.  On this estate, in the mansion overlooking the city and bay below, along 

the upper hallway, photographs of thirteen brides graced the corridor and gave witness to life within this 

fine home.  

Over a century ago, on the 21st of January 1909, Ethel May Southam wed St. Clair Balfour II and a 

tradition commenced. She was the first. Each of the thirteen brides wore the magnificent wedding dress of 

fine lace and satin in which Ethel May said her vows. From generation to generation, it was a tradition 

respected and carried forward.  

Wilson Elizabeth Balfour was born in this 

home and returned to it in 1976 upon the death 

of her mother Ethel May. She would reside in 

the family home until it was her time. Like 

sepia toned photographs, traditions and 

memories evoke the times lived in a by gone 

era. Wilson was married here in Hamilton. 

Looking out of the living room window, upon 

the grounds of Chedoke, one could image her 

wedding reception. 



 

 

 

CHEDOKE MOUNTAIN, 1935.  Edna Young and Ethel 

May sat in the sunroom, enjoying tea and scones. There were 

just so many things to arrange between January and June, 

Ethel commented. The guest lists, the ceremony, caterers, 

staff, invitations and much more. 

Upon returning from Florence, Italy, her daughter Wilson, 

had enrolled at McGill and met a wonderful young man, 

Hamilton Baxter, who would become a physician. So many 

years passed since that day. Now they were to be wed. Where 

does time go? And, now, here we are, one week from day. 

Invitations were mailed and the replies returned. Of course the Southam families, Balfour families, and 

Baxter families would fill the 24 room home. They looked over the list again. The Youngs, the Greenings, 

the Dalleys, and the Smyes, the Bradens, the Farwells and McColls, all would be there. Ethel May turned 

the page. The Blacks, the Bulls, the Bells, the Watsons and the Burrills, all were attending before heading 

to the cottages in Muskoka. 

The guests had arrived. Families and friends from Montreal talked with those from Hamilton and Toronto 

underneath the tents spread out around the grounds. The reception would be outside. The sprawling lawn 

of Chedoke never looked finer. In the distance, stood the stables and tennis courts. 

Fred Smye, who was telling a story, looked at the group of guests. We should pick up the story over on 

the courts with racquets and see who pays for dinner next time at the club. 

Harry Greening, standing in the shade, spoke with the Baxter family, and told them, how he used the 

swimming pool next door at Reigate, to figure out the displacement of the models for his Rainbow racing 

boats. 

Wilson and Hamilton met with all of the guests. Later, glasses raised and toasts were spoken to the 

newlyweds. After their honeymoon, Montreal became home, specifically Westmount. It would remain so, 

until news of her mother arrived in 1976. 



FRIENDS OF AUCHMAR 

News, Events, Partnerships 

 

McMaster University. 

During the past four months, Friends of Auchmar 

has volunteered with McMaster University, the 

History Department, 4th Year Community History 

Course. 

This past semester, five students selected Auchmar 

as their topic. Friends of Auchmar members Diane 

Dent, John Kajaste and Carol Priamo served as 

advisors to the students. 

The final presentations were due in early April and 

viewed by advisors via Zoom. The Friends of Auchmar have received some of these presentations. 

The students were invited to attend or volunteer at Auchmar during Doors Open Hamilton. 

 

Doors Open Hamilton. 

The Friends of Auchmar was pleased to work with the City Hamilton and the Architectural Conservancy 

of Ontario, Hamilton Branch in featuring Auchmar as part of Doors Open Hamilton. The Friends of 

Auchmar developed a content rich experience for volunteers and visitors.  

Thank you to each volunteer who helped make the day a successful and meaningful event.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DOORS OPEN HAMILTON 

Auchmar 

 

AUCHMAR ESTATE was part of Doors Open Hamilton 2022. On Saturday, May 7, 2022. Over 800 

people took the opportunity to view exhibits, talk to the stewards of Elsie’s Treasures, learn the history, 

snap photographs, explore the “Harry Potter” doors, ask questions and share stories, and tour the grounds.   

Here are a few social media posts: 

Amanda Garay: 

“The effort put in was amazing. It was like a one day museum. And, 

I’ve never seen such a line up to get into a building in all of my 

years going to D.O. in Ottawa. No one seem to turn away hearing 

of a 45 minute wait. Wonderful experience all round.” 

Elizabeth Sue Hanna: 

“I had a fabulous time on Sat. for D.O., the art show was a huge 

hit. Having the opportunity to get up close & personal (with) the 

Gem on the mtn. I heard the heartbeat.” 

M. Pitilli: 

“D.O. was a great day. I’m glad I volunteered. Just wondering how 

much is the mbshp?” 

Carol Allam: 

“What a wonderful D.O. today at Auchmar. What a treasure of a place for us to have in Hamilton. Thank 

you to all the Friends for the wonderful work you do.” 

Christine Marie Dignard: 

“Thank you so much for a fabulous day.” 

Christine Lei: 

“What a great turnout for the beauty of Auchmar.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE PHOTO GALLERY 

Touring Auchmar at Doors Open 2022 

 

The photographs highlight some of the private collections which were exhibited at Doors Open Hamilton 

2022. 
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CONTACT US 

LOOKING TO REACH the Friends of Auchmar and not sure how?  Do you want to attend our public 

meeting? Would you like a little bit of information?  Do you have a comment?  Would you like to become 

involved?  Do you have a memory or story about Auchmar that you wish to share? 

Here are the ways: 

Website:  www.friendsofauchmar.ca 

General Information Email:  info@friendsofauchmar.ca 

Membership:  membership@friendsofauchmar.ca 

Twitter:  @FOAuchmar.ca 

Facebook:  www.faceboook.com/friendsofauchmar  

OR 

Just come up and speak with us.       

                                                                    

PHOTO CREDITS 

Page 1: a) Sunroom (A.V.Young Family Private Collection). b) Auchmar & Car (Mountain Memories). c) 

The Library (A.V.Young Private Collection). d)Balfour House Living Room (John Rennison). 

Page 2: a) Balfour House Sunroom (John Rennison). b) Balfour House Lawn (John Rennison). 

Page 3: a) Auchmar Manor (source unknown). b) Doors Open Hamilton (acontario) c) DOH 2022 

(Architectural Conservancy of Ontario (Hamilton Branch). 

Page 4: a) Auchmar Interior Door (Dennis P. Martin). B) Lusitania, Hamilton Spectator, May 7 th 1915 

(A.V.Young Private Collection). 

Page 5: Photo Gallery a) Items 1-4 (Vasseur Family Private Collection). 5) Lustinia, Hamilton Spectator, 

May 8, 1915 (A.V.Young Private Collection. 6) Auchmar (The Estate of Norris Podetz). 

Page 6: a) Auchmar Fennell Avenue (Sourced at F.O.A.). 
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