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BEYOND THE FRONT DOOR 

Inside the Manor House: Recalling Auchmar. 

 

PARIS, ONTARIO. ELSIE BUCHANAN sat in a comfortable chair looking at the 

photographs spread out across the table. Could it really be 15 years or more since she last tended 

the summer garden at Auchmar? Those trips to Toronto and Niagara Falls seemed like yesterday. 

Outside, the winter snow was melting and the first days of 

March had been very mild. She sipped from her water glass. So 

many days have passed since she kept 42 trunks at Auchmar 

from her globe trotting sisters and brothers. They are memories 

now, just like the summer house and raspberry patch, the 

carriage house, and the smoke bush. 

She looked at a photograph of the Incline Railway, 

remembering the trips to the market below and return journeys 

along the edge of the brow, to the Gatehouse, and along the 

Allee to the North Arch. 



After the sale of Auchmar to the A.V.Young family, Elsie had moved to Bellevue with a small 

staff. Known by some as “The Lilacs”, it looked upon the growing city below. Later, she 

relocated to the Duff House, which was close to her familial home, Auchmar. 

The grounds of Penmarvian were substantial. 

This was once the home of John Penman, the 

textile entrepreneur, John Penman passed away 

in 1932 and willed his home to the Presbyterian 

Church, to be used as a home for aged 

missionaries, ministers and wives. 

The last decade had been difficult. Age and 

illness claimed many who were dear to her. At 

75 years of age, Elsie was a survivor, one of the 

last of her generation. The changes she had 

witnessed such as the automobile, the price of 

generation lost during the World War, had effected many. 

She held up a picture of herself and Marie. Marie Ratte was a close friend and confidant. Marie 

was gone, as were her brother James, and sister Jane, among others. She put down the photos, 

walked to the window, and recalled how excited everyone was when a letter arrived from Jane, 

stating that she was coming to visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FRIENDS OF AUCHMAR 

News, Events, Partnerships 

 

McMaster University Partnership 

Friends of Auchmar, has once again, partnered with McMaster University, this winter. The 

Friends of Auchmar will act as advisors to the History Department 4th Year Community History 

Course.   

Within the scope of this course, students select topics such as buildings within the community 

and work within a hybrid model of academic and community based learning. 

The Auchmar Estate was submitted as a topic among others. Five students chose Auchmar as 

their subject.  

Diane Dent, John Kajaste and Carol 

Priamo will act as community advisors to 

the students. 

Their final presentations are due in April 

2022. 

 

 

 

Doors Open Hamilton – Auchmar 

An initial meeting was held between the City of Hamilton, Culture and Heritage staff and 

members of the Friends of Auchmar Board to explore the roles for each regarding the event. 

 

Architectural Conservancy of Ontario – Hamilton Branch. 

The Architectural Conservancy of Ontario, Hamilton Branch has indicated that it wishes to have 

a role in Doors Open Hamilton. It will begin drafting a roster of prospective sites. Hopefully, 

Auchmar Estate and the Balfour House will be among the venues. 

 

 

 

 



THE PHOTO GALLERY 

Auchmar, Bellevue and Penmarvian. 
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BUILT HERITAGE 

Penman Knitting Mills 

(An Adaptive Reuse) 

 

 

ON WEST STREET in Paris Ontario, near the banks of the Nith River, the buildings still 

dominate the view. Once, part of a textile manufacturing empire known as Penman 

Manufacturing Company or Penman Mills, it thrives today after re-inventing itself. 

Founded in 1868, Penman and its associated mills was at one time, Canada’s largest supplier of 

cotton and woollen knits. At the pinnacle, over 1,000 people were working for Penman. 

The retailer, Walmart carried the Penman brand until 2010 when it was replaced by the George 

brand. 

Wealthy, he built a palatial home overlooking the Grand River. John Penman sold his interest in 

the company and in 1906 founded Mercury Mills which would have several operations in 

Hamilton. John Penman would have known James Mason Young and Alan V. Young through 

the textile business. 

The Head Office complex of the Penman Mills is located on West Street in Paris. In 2012, one 

the buildings was re adapted and repurposed into 20 residential condominiums known as Penman 

Manor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONTACT US 

LOOKING TO REACH the Friends of Auchmar and not sure how?  Do you want to attend our public 

meeting? Would you like a little bit of information?  Do you have a comment?  Would you like to become 

involved?  Do you have a memory or story about Auchmar that you wish to share? 

Here are the ways: 

Website:  www.friendsofauchmar.ca 

General Information Email:  info@friendsofauchmar.ca 

Membership:  membership@friendsofauchmar.ca 

Twitter:  @FOAuchmar.ca 

Facebook:  www.faceboook.com/friendsofauchmar  

OR 

Just come up and speak with us.       

                                                                    

PHOTO CREDITS 

Page 1:  a) Auchmar Manor (unknown, date unknown). b) Light (Auchmar Open House, F.O.A.) c) 

Auchmar Manor (Vintage Hamilton) d) North Arch (Vasseur Family Private Collection). 

Page 2:  a) Penmarvian Stained glass window (Brantford Expositor0 b) Marie & Elsie (Vasseur Private 

Collection) 

Page 3: a) Auchmar Manor (Robert Pinchin 2016, McMaster University) 

Page 4: Photo Gallery. 1,2,3, Elsie at Auchmar (Vasseur Private Collection) 4,5, Penmarvian (Brantford 

Expositor) 6, Bellevue (Vintage Hamilton 7 Penmarvian (Paris Archives) 

Page 5: a) Penman Knitting Mills b) John Penman c) Penmarvian Postcared (Paris Museum & Historical 

Society) d) Penman Manor sign e) Penman Manor (condo world Aug. 2016) 

Page 6: a) Auchmar, Fennell Avenue (sourced at F.O.A.). 
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