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BEYOND THE FRONT DOOR
Inside the Auchmar Manor House: Vernon Island

1927, JUNE. EDNA YOUNG and her daughters, Gwyneth and Suzanne, had finished
riding for the afternoon. Larkspur and the other horses were handed to Harry Embleton to be
groomed and stabled. The girls ran off towards the apple trees in the orchard.
There was enough time to look at the gardens before Harry and Gladys, Mabel and Norm, and
Hattie and Charles arrived for dinner. Pete’s large
family had arrived early. The children were off
somewhere.
They had plans for Auchmar after purchasing it from
Elsie Buchanan the year before. It may come up
over dinner conversation, but this evening was about
making plans for Vernon Island, the family summer
home.

They (Pete and his brother Bill and sisters Elsie and Doug) took turns using the summer home
with their families. Everyone spent part of the summer once every two years on Vernon Island.
Conversation around the table was never dull. Harry told all about the latest in the Rainbow
series of gentleman’s racing boats. Problems plagued Rainbow VI, so they had abandoned it,

taking only the engine and placing it
Rainbow VII. He hoped to put it into
the water at the Ditchburn boat yard
this summer. But nothing, so far,
could hold a candle to Rainbow IV,
Harry said.

They spoke about the Gage family donation of land for a park. The park was taking shape under
the direction of Howard Grubb and Lorrie Dunington and was impressive. Formal gardens, a
greenhouse, pathways, stands of trees and much more was in the master plan.
Should Dunington-Grubb, Landscape Architects, be consulted for landscaping at Auchmar? The
stone wall also required work.
Among, Charles, Pete, Bill, Wilfred, Walter and Norm the talk went between the upcoming
summer and their various interests. What were their opinions about Prack and Prack Architects.
How much would Prack and Prack charge for draft plans?
The Hamilton Health Association was in the midst of the Diphtheria toxoid trials in Hamilton.
Early results from Connaught Laboratories indicated success and there was a decrease in both
cases and deaths this year.
Elsie and Mabel both had praise for Mazo de la Roche, the Canadian author (who later resided in
Bronte) and her latest book, Jalna.
Dusk was settling in. The late spring days grew longer. Summer was a week away.

FRIENDS OF AUCHMAR EVENTS
News, Updates, Changes.

MEMBERSHIP CO-ORDINATOR
The Friends of Auchmar Board has appointed Debra Mills to
the role of Acting Membership Co-ordinator.
With the resignation of Pat Saunders in March 2021, Debra
very capably handled the membership lists and associated
tasks during the interim.
Many of you will recognize and know Debra from her
contributions at the membership table during the Annual
General Meetings at the Hamilton Club and other special
events such as Auchmar, the War Years which was held at
the Westdale.

NORRIS PODETZ
It is with deep sadness that the Friends of Auchmar Board
announces the death of Norris Podetz in July 2021.
Norris was a long time member of the Friends of Auchmar and
avid supporter of history and railway heritage.
Many of you will know of and recognize Norris via his artwork
and portraits of the Auchmar Estate, the Stables, Grounds and
Gatehouse. His contributions, greatly valued by all to Friends
of Auchmar meetings and special events, will be missed.
The Friends of Auchmar Board and membership extend
deepest sympathy to the Podetz family.

WEBSITE CONTENT
The Friends of Auchmar Board strives to keep the website updated. During the next few months,
the content will be reviewed, revised and expanded where necessary.
This past winter, the Friends of Auchmar worked with Ben Young and Anne Young Lindsey.
They kindly vetted all sections related to the Young Era, answered all questions, succinctly
pointed out to us what was erroneous and gave the correct information and provided many new
details.

The Friends of Auchmar Board and membership thank Ben and Anne for their contributions.
Visit the website www.friendsofauchmar.ca for the expanded content.

BUILT HERITAGE
Repurposing a Heritage Home

CHEDOKE HOUSE

CHEDOKE HOUSE EVOKES images of an era passed by; just over the hills of recent
memory, yet still talked about as if garden parties and society galas were the everyday
occurrence.
For decades, it was home to several generations
of the Southam and Balfour families. The Young
home, Edgecliffe was nearby as was Reigate, the
home of Harry and Gladys Greening.
In 2013, Mrs. Wilson Elizabeth Baxter Balfour
passed away at age 97 and the chain was broken.
In 1979, an agreement was made with the
Ontario Heritage Trust and the City of Hamilton
which allowed Mrs. Wilson Elizabeth Baxter to
live out her life at Balfour House.
Chedoke House (Balfour Estate) is still under the auspices of the Ontario Heritage Trust and the
City of Hamilton.
The Ontario Heritage Trust has ownership of Chedoke House and the City of Hamilton manages
it.
In 2020, the City of Hamilton established a lease agreement with Cardus.

The vision and purpose of Cardus for Chedoke House is to create a space for meetings and
retreats, pending planning and building approvals, and subject to conditions and criteria as
required by the Ontario Heritage Trust.

THE PHOTO GALLERY

This issue, The Photo Gallery pays tribute to Norris Podetz and his passion for Auchmar.
Below, are two works from his Auchmar catalogue.

CONTACT US
LOOKING TO REACH the Friends of Auchmar and not sure how? Do you want to attend our public
meeting? Would you like a little bit of information? Do you have a comment? Would you like to become
involved? Do you have a memory or story about Auchmar that you wish to share?
Here are the ways:
Website: www.friendsofauchmar.ca
General Information Email: info@friendsofauchmar.ca
Membership: membership@friendsofauchmar.ca
Twitter: @FOAuchmar.ca
Facebook: www.faceboook.com/friendsofauchmar
OR
Just come up and speak with us.
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