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BEYOND THE FRONT DOOR 

Inside the Auchmar Manor House:  The Great War Years 

 

IN 1916, THE ONTARIO Government enacted the Ontario Temperance Act. Prohibiton was in 

effect. Those who desired a drink could always find a full glass if they were resourceful and 

knew a few people in “the trade”. 

In Vanished Hamilton IV, some of James V. Young’s recollections about Oak Bank, the family 

home near the James Street Incline Railway were shared:  “the walled gardens were a haven for 

inebriated citizens returning to the City from the Mountainview Hotel….many were found 

sleeping…” 

Oak Bank would remain within the family for another 4 years. When the Lusitania was 

torpedoed by a German U Boat in May 1915, his parents, James Mason and Georgina were 

among those who lost their lives. The body of James Mason was never found. Georgina’s body 

was recovered. The war lurked silently beneath gentile conversations and pleasantries. 



Eventually, Oak Bank would be sold by the Executors to a member of the Southam family. 

In 1916, The Hamilton Health Association built the Brow Infirmary for soldiers who were 

invalided home. They suffered greatly from the gas attacks unleashed in battle. The infirmary 

also cared for those who were sick with turberculosis. 

 

1918. ELSIE BUCHANAN read the letter once again. Miss 

Wiggins of Goderich, Ontario had agreed to come to Auchmar 

for the summer. Marie Ratte looked at the newspaper. Premier 

William Hearst had announced another Victory Bond drive in 

support of the war.   

They had come through 1916 and the next year, 1917, amidst the 

times which would be called The Great War. The manor house 

needed a little work but it would have to wait. 

Elsie, Marie and the girls prepared a room for Miss Wiggins. 

While tidying up, they came across an old copy of the Hamilton 

Spectator from October 1910. They walked to the gazebo and 

read it there. 

It dealt with the polio epidemic of that year;  “the first case of polio in Ontario was discovered in 

Hamilton, …. “ a young girl was taken to hospital with what thought to be rabies.”  Later, it was 

discovered to be polio.  

The virus would soon spread to Toronto, Niagara Falls and Windsor. The Health Department 

tried to quarantine families and closed schools and theatres. 

There was work to be done. Elsie was proud of the young girls. They had taken to the chores and 

helping in the garden. Stopping at the Gatehouse on the way downtown, they looked over the 

growing city below on this warrm early summer afternoon, before boarding the Incline Railway 

car. 

 



NIAGARA ON THE LAKE, Ontario. Colonel Arthur LePan was the Commanding Officer in 

charge of the Polish Camp here.  News had spread of a Spanish Flu which came over with 

returning troops 

In his military diary, he surmised that the virus was in the Polish Camp in late summer (early 

September). 100 men were infected. On September 22, LePan noted in the diary that 150 were 

hospitalized and 3 were dead. 

 

FRIENDS OF AUCHMAR EVENTS 

 

GrtLit Hamilton 2020 

The Friends of Auchmar is pleased to participate in GrtLit Hamilton 2020. 

The Friends of Auchmar, Chair, Dr. Diane Dent will speak briefly about 

Auchmar and introduce authour Ted Barris, who will speak about his most 

recent book, titled Rush to Danger:  Medics in the Line of Fire. The date of 

the event is April 16, 2020. Please go to www.GrtLit.com for further 

details. 

 

Spring Meeting at Auchmar Estate 

The Friends of Auchmar will hold a spring meeting at Auchmar Estate on 

Saturday, May 2nd, 2020. The time of the meeting 9:30am-11:30am 

precedes Doors Open Hamilton. 

The keynote address will be given by Mr. John Summers, Manager, 

Heritage Resource Management, City of Hamilton.  His topic of discussion 

will include an update on the Restoration work at Auchmar and address the 

status of the City of Hamilton Auchmar Business Plan. 

For more information, visit www.friendsofauchmar.ca  To attend the meeting RSVP to 

membership@friendsofauchmar.ca  as there is limited seating. 

 

Doors Open Hamilton May 2nd-3rd, 2020 

The Friends of Auchmar is once again pleased to act as a Host at 

Auchmar during the Doors Open Hamilton event. Those who are 

interested in volunteering should reply to the city website for more 

information.   

NOTE: The calendar of events was cancelled or postponed due 

to the Government of Ontario declaration of a Provincial State of Emergency. 

http://www.grtlit.com/
http://www.friendsofauchmar.ca/
mailto:membership@friendsofauchmar.ca


BUILT HERITAGE IN HAMILTON 

 

BUILT HERITAGE in Hamilton and other jurisdictions is under seige. Caught within the 

crosshairs of renewal on one side and conservation and preservation on the other, the dilemma 

exists between competing advocates. 

Adaptive reuse of built heritage often exceeds initial expectations. It is a much preferred option 

at times than demolition by neglect. 

For every Empire Times Building at the corner of Hughson and King William,there is a Brandon 

House which was located on Wilson Street in Ancaster. 

Take a walking tour, stroll through the heritage districts, take the car and explore a 

neighbourhood or park the car at Sam Lawrence Park and take in the panorama of the skyline. 

Built Architectural Heritage is yours to discover. 

Below are photos of Hamilton’s Built Heritage. How many can you name? 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE PHOTO GALLERY 

 

This issue, the photo gallery reflects life at Auchmar during the decade of the Great War. Many of the 

photographs are from private collections.  The Friends of Auchmar thanks those families who shared their 

memories and opened their personal archives. 
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CONTACT US 

LOOKING TO REACH the Friends of Auchmar and not sure how?  Do you want to attend our public 

meeting? Would you like a little bit of information?  Do you have a comment?  Would you like to become 

involved?  Do you have a memory or story about Auchmar that you wish to share? 

Here are the ways: 

Website:  www.friendsofauchmar.ca 

General Information Email:  info@friendsofauchmar.ca 

Membership:  membership@friendsofauchmar.ca 

Twitter:  @FOAuchmar.ca 

Facebook:  www.faceboook.com/friendsofauchmar  

OR 

Just come up and speak with us.       

                                                                    

PHOTO CREDITS 

Page 1   Auchmar Manor House (Friends of Auchmar) The Grand Allee, Stone Wall (unknown) Sourced 

ar F.O.A.). 

Page 2   Victory Bonds 1918 (torontothenandnow.blog.) Elsie and the Girls in the Garden (City of 

Hamilton). 

Page 3   GrtLit 2020 (www.grtlit.com) John Summers (John Summers) Doors Open Hamilton 

(www.thespec.com) 

Page 4   Built Heritage Brandon House (www.globalnews.com) Cross of Lorraine (Hamilton Municipal 

Heritage Committee Agenda) Chedoke House (www.guelphmercury.com) Long and Bisby Building 

(www.raisethehammer.org) 

Page 5   Photo Gallery: (1) Elsie Buchanan (2) Marie Ratte/ Miss Wiggins (3) Elsie, Miss Wiggins, 

Marie. (4) Auchmar Grounds (Courtesy of Vasseur Family Elsie Buchanan Archive) 

Page 6   Overlooking the City near the James Street Incline Railway (vintagehamilton) 
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