
Welcome to the FRIENDS OF AUCHMAR 2018 Annual General Meeting. 

I am pleased to present the Chair's Annual Report for October 2017 to October 2018. I would ask 
your board to stand and be recognized. I would like to thank th~r attendance at 
monthly board meetings, for their support and for their diligence in working to keeping Auchmar in 
public ownership and continuing to inform and involve the citizens of Hamilton. I would also like to 

thank you members of the Friends of Auchmar for your continued support and guidance. 

Because John Kajaste reported on last year's Friends of Auchmar Annual General Meeting 
held October 26th 2017 at the Terryberry Library, I will highlight events and the 
accomplishments and provide some insight into the year ahead. My full report will be 
available on our website 

Last year the Friends of Auchmar Annual General Meeting was held on October 26th 2017 at 
the Terryberry Library with guest speaker Robin McKee who reported on the 75th 
Anniversary ofthe Dieppe Raid. Robin was introduced by his long-time friend Pat Saunders. 
Secretary John Kajaste read the minutes of the 2016 AGM and distributed copies of the recent 
Auchmar Advocate, your Newsletter. Reports were also received from Secretary John Kajaste, 
Treasurer John Buchanan, and Membership Coordinator Pat Saunders, followed by the Chair's 
Annual Report. Thanks were expressed to Bob Gill, webmaster. Bob keeps the Friends of 
Auchmar website current, posts events, as well as AGM minutes and reports. Bill King 
provided the 2017 Nomination Committee Report and gave a short outline of his book 
Buchanan of Auchmar in a final edit. Carolyn Samko, Senior Project Manager Heritage 
Facilities & Capital Planning for the City of Hamilton provided an Auchmar Restoration 
Project Updates. 

At last years, AGM in October 2017, Richard Allen reported that the Friends of Auchmar had received 
a grant of $2,000.00 from the Canada 150 Anniversary of Confederation to host a tribute to the Life 
and Times of the Honourable Isaac Buchanan. This event was held two months later on Monday 
December 4th at the Mess in the John Weir Foote Armoury on James St North. The evening began with 
a Buchanan tribute in song by Mark McNeil, followed by a video by Gary Kaulback honouring the life 
and times of Isaac Buchanan. The main part of this celebratory tribute included a panel of 5 

participants who debated the legacy of Buchanan: Marvin Ryder, played the role of Buchanan the 
entrepreneur, his long career as an international merchant, and an economist, who with Sir Allan 
MacNab played a key role in the establishment of the Great Western Railroad, which commenced 
operation in 1854 as the first major railroad in the United Province of Canada. The Honourary Colonel 
Peter Young affirmed that Buchanan is remembered for his role in the Military. In 1863 he was the 
founder ofthe Thirteenth Battalion and served as lieutenant-colonel for about two years. Thirteenth 
Battalion later became the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry. Shannon Kyles argued that Buchanan left 

the Auchmar Estate as his legacy, a unique heritage asset, an outstanding example of domestic Gothic 
Revival with its surrounding acreage, and a very rare example of a mid-Victorian estate in Ontario. 
Marilyn Repchuck argued that Buchanan's legacy as a religious man is evident; Buchanan was 
chairman of the trustees of the Presbyterian St Andrew's Church, and that he not onJy gave money to 
encourage new Presbyterian Congregations throughout the Province, but also endowed Hamilton's 
Knox and MacNab street churches and the building of Toronto's Knox College. Larry Dilanni in full 

costume argued Buchanan's legacy is as a politician. Following service in the 1837 rebellion Buchanan 
was elected to the first Union Parliament of the Canadas and was re-elected periodically over the next 

25 years. At one time he was president of the executive council of the government. In 1857 the city of 
Hamilton was effectively bankrupt as a result of its heavy borrowing for railways and waterworks. 
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With others from the city, Buchanan sought to negotiate refinancing with the creditors and then to see 
it through the assembly. In 1864 he at last secured passage of a law that reorganized the city's debts 

and allowed it to resume payments. Buchanan also founded the Hamilton Board of Trade, was the first 
president of the Hamilton Club, and advocated a central bank for Canada a century before the Bank of 

Canada was formed. 

Rob Leverty Executive Director, the Ontario Historical Society, with whom we have our Constitution 
and By-Laws, told us that the panel debate was the best Canada 150 event he had seen during the entire 

year of the Canada 150 presentations. This paid credit to panel members Marvin Ryder, Honourary 
Colonel Peter Young, Shannon Kyles, Marilyn Repchuk and Larry Di Ianni. 

It was evident that all panel members had taken an immense amount oftime to research the legacy of 
Isaac Buchanan. Please take a moment to view Gary Kaulbach's videos on our website. We thank Bob 
Bernhardt who worked with Gary to include video voice over. 

Following the debate, Keanin Loomis, Executive Director the Hamilton Chamber of Commerce, 
thanked the panel for their participation followed by the Honourary Lieutenant Don Cranston RHLI 
who provided a brief update on the 13th Auchmar Trust. The evening closed with Mark McNeil's 
suggestion that all present sing When You and I Were Young, Maggie as a salute to the age of 
Buchanan, because the song was written in 1864. This was indeed a fun and successful tribute to 
Buchanan. 

The Spring Friends of Auchmar meeting on Wednesday April 25, 2018 saw the successful book launch 
of Bill King's Buchanan of Auchmar. Douglas McCalla, who wrote A study ofthe Buchanans' 

business in 1979 began the event introducing what he knew about Isaac Buchanan. Marvin Ryder 
introduced Bill King who spoke about the trials and tribulations of writing but also the joy of finally 
publishing his book Buchanan ofAuchmar. Paul Berton then came to the front to lead a very 

interesting fire side chat, a conversation with Bill King about Buchanan the family man, the 
entrepreneur, merchant and politician. Jim Scarfone thanked Bill for his presentation and Paven Brach 
for sponsoring the book launch. 

At Hamilton City Hall in June 2018 at the General Issues Committee, Brian Buckle Chair of the 13th 

Battalion Auchmar Trust provided an updated business plan as part of their proposal for a long-term 
lease. Council received their proposal and confirmed that the Trust's business plan would be reviewed 
by city staff and that the Trust would receive a reply in about six months - which takes us to December. 

VOICES FROM AUCHMAR was the theme of the June 23 member' s meeting held at the Auchmar 
Manor House. John Kajaste interviewed the Vasseur Family, the Watson Family and Rod Douglas. 
Ken Watson spoke about John Harvey Watson who received the 13th Battalion colours from Lady 
Buchanan when the regiment was formed in the 1860s and the early days of the 13th. John Harvey is 

grandfather to Ken Watson. Gwen Vasseur spoke about Elsie Buchanan, her story, her time at 
Auchmar, some of her friends and Elsie ' s years after Auchmar. Gwen's mother and Elsie were close 
during Elsie's later years. This relationship laid the foundation for the Elsie Buchanan Archive which 
the Vasseur and Martin family hold dear. Rod Douglas, whose mother Gwyneth Young Douglas 
McColl, grew up in Auchmar had wonderful new stories to tell. 

Also at this June 23 Friends of Auchmar meeting, changes to the Friends of Auchmar Constitution and 
Bylaws were on the agenda. Members voted in person and by proxy and agreed as suggested by a 
member that the terms of office should be changed to assure continuity. 



To conclude I would again like to say thank you for your support and for attending this meeting. Hope 

you know that the board of the Friends of Auchmar continues to meet the first Monday of every 

month. We will meet again soon in November so please let us know if you have any questions or 

suggestions. As soon as we receive notification from Hamilton City Council on the status of the 13th 

Battalion Auchmar Trust business plan, long-term-Iease, we will notify you. 

Respectfully submitted Diane Gower Dent Chair 


