Welcome to the FRIENDS OF AUCHMAR Annual General Meeting.
I am pleased to present the Chair's Annual Report for October 2016 to October
2017. First I would ask your board to stand and be recognized. I would like to
~
thank the board for their regular attendance at monthly board meetings and for
their support and for their diligence in working to keeping Auchmar in public
ownership and continuing to inform and involve the citizens of Hamilton. I would
also like to thank you members of the Friends of Auchmar for your continued
support and guidance.
~ '--

Last year the Friends of Auchmar Annual General Meeting was held on Thursday
October 13th at The Hamilton Club.
Secretary Eric Lootsma read the minutes of the 2015 AGM
Reports were also received from the treasurer John Buchanan, membership Pat
Saunders, Chair's Annual Report.
Thanks to Bob Gill a board member and our webmaster, Bob posted the minutes
and all reports on the Friends of Auchmar website.
Bill King provided the Nomination Committee Report.
The Master of Ceremony Jeff Feswick, Historia Restoration introduced the key
note speakers Sergeant Brian Buckle & Second Lieutenant Richard Moll from the
Royal Hamilton Light Infantry. Brian outlined details of the 13th Battalion Trust's
proposal for a long-term lease at Auchmar. A time for discussion and questions
followed.
Carolyn Samko - Senior Project Manager, Heritage Facilities/Capital Planning
provided an Auchmar Estate restoration update.
Board member John Kajaste distributed copies of the recent Auchmar Advocate,
your Newsletter
Rob Leverty: Executive Director, Ontario Heritage Society, distributed the Society
Newsletter and thanked the Friends for the invitation to attend.
McMaster Public History Practicum students Gary Sparo and Jeremy Coleman
who were present, introduced themselves and explained the research they were
doing at Auchmar. The students invited the Friends of Auchmar to their formal
presentation Thursday December 1st at McMaster. Their practicum is worth 40%
of their history mark.
Closing Remarks were given by Councillor Terry Whitehead, Councillor Ward 8

Letters of thanks for assisting with the meeting were sent to Bill Currran, Kyle
Sloat, Jeff Feswick, Terri Mines, Bill King, Christine Begley, Terry Whitehead,
Brian BucklelRichard Moll, and Norris Podetz.
At the January 2017 board meeting it was decided that the theme of the spring
members meeting would be Voices from Auchmar.
Saturday May 6 th 2017, the Friends of Auchmar were given permission to host the
spring member's meeting at Auchmar. We invited 90 year old, Doug Embelton,
who grew up in the Auchmar Gatehouse to be interviewed as one of the Voices of
Auchmar. Doug's father was the groomsman at Auchmar, responsible for some or
all aspects of the management of horses and the care of the stables themselves.
Doug has truly wonderful and amusing stories of his life at Auchmar that he
related to Ward 7 Councillor Donna Skelly the interviewer at this event.
Frank Fordham 92 years old was invited to be interviewed. Frank spoke about Dr.
Voelker and the War Years at Auchmar and his recent trip to Vimy.
90 year old Mrs Voelker was also invited but living in Brantford decided the trip
was too much. Board member John Kajaske filled in for Mrs Voelke and reported
in wonderful detail the role of Mrs Voelker's husband Dr Voelker the doctor at
Auchmar when Auchmar was an RCAF convalescent hospital. Dr Voelker
documented on film The War Years the life of the airman being treated at
Auchmar in 1943 and 1944.
Rod McColl whose mother Gwyneth Young McColl grew up in Auchmar was
invited but was unable to attend.
Carolyn Samko Senior Project Manager for Heritage Facilities and Capital
Planning provided an update on restoration projects at Auchmar.
In June and July 2017 we were committed to a major fund raising and publicity
project with the National Trust for Canada entitled This Place Matters: Save the
Dovecote. This project took tremendous energy, commitment and outreach. A few
months later the board approved applying to the city for a Friends of Auchmar
Canada 150 event. Board member Richard Allen who wrote the grant applications
for both these activities will report on the outcomes. One error Robin McKee asked
us to prevent in our submission was the reference to Isaac Buchanan as Sir Isaac
Buchanan. The proper address is the Honourable Isaac Buchanan.
When we learned we were successful in receiving the Canada 150 grant, the
Friends of Auchmar confirmed that the event The Life and Times ofthe

Honourable Isaac Buchanan would take place on Wednesday December 6th from
7:00pm to 9:00pm at the John W. Foote Armoury, 200 James St N.
Publicity and notification of the event will appear in print media and on email in
November 2017.
Mark McNeil will open the formal program with a musical Tribute to Buchanan,
MC -- David Brennan will be in the role Sir John A. Macdonald- to welcome a
four member panel - these will be fun presentations with panel members
representing a unique man -- Buchanan as a Business man and Entrepreneur - as a
Politician, a Parliamentarian - a Religious man, who laid the comer stone at
McNab Presbyterian Church and a parishioner, Buchanan as a Military man,
founder of the regiment that later became the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry and
the importance of architecture. The Auchmar Estate built in 1850s is one of
Hamilton's most architecturally significant buildings,
Videographer Gary Kalbak who did the video for Save the Dovecote will close the
event with a video about Buchanan.
At the August Friends of Auchmar board meeting Robin McKee was invited to be
the Keynote Speaker at the Friends AGM. We all look forward to Robin's
presentation.
Important note for all-- June 2018 at the General Issues Committee the 13 th
Battalion Trust must provide an update to Hamilton City Council on their proposal
for a long-term lease. We have met with two RHLI senators to emphasize the
importance of that meeting and that the 13 th Battalion Trust must provide
convincing evidence of progress on their proposed long-term lease.
To conclude may I say again, thank you again for your continued interest in and
support for Auchmar and for your participation at the Friends of Auchmar
meetings.
Respectfully submitted Diane Gower Dent

