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BEYOND THE FRONT DOOR 

Inside The Auchmar Manor House:  Challenge and Sacrifice 

 

 1918. The Great War was over. Soldiers were returning home on trains to different parts of 

the country. So were the medical staffs, surgeons and nurses who had served overseas – 

exhausted – their ranks decimated. 

 Within three months, the people of Hamilton would have cause to worry.  

A rainy, damp September gave way to October which ushered in November. Among other 

things, heating coal was scarce, and many did without. The papers last month were filled with 

dire news. 

On October 5, The Armament School of the Royal Air Service (Longwood Ave.) in West 

Hamilton reported the first death attributed to Spanish Flu. 

In the early days of Autumn, the Provincial Board of Health advised all to avoid crowded 

streetcars and large gatherings in an effort to avoid panic. 

The Hamilton Board of Health on October 16, 1918 issued the following: “all schools, 

seminaries, dance halls…. bowling alleys, theatres and places for public gatherings are to be 

closed.”  It declared; “…public funerals prohibited ...only 4 passengers plus the operator in an 

elevator.  All gatherings essential for the war are excepted.” 



How much more would occur in this decade many asked. Edwardian Hamilton has seen and 

experienced so much. The polio crisis. The Titanic striking an iceberg and sinking – friends lost 

into the depths of the Atlantic. 

The Great War which consumed a 

generation. Men and women. 

Everyone knew someone or some 

family where there was an empty 

chair at the dinner table. A brother 

or uncle; a father or son; a sister or 

aunt, or a mother or daughter.   

The Hamilton Spectator and 

Hamilton Herald reported daily on 

new cases of the Spanish flu.  

Did Rosa Greening confide to her journal her thoughts? Did she worry about her young adult 

children and grandchildren? At Auchmar, did Elsie, Marie, the small staff and the girls worry 

that the sickness would come up the hill? 

The Photograph would become known as “Tank Day.” In an effort to support the troops 

overseas, a demonstration of the power of the tank would be held in Gore Park. Ten of thousands 

crowded into the Gore Area to witness this exhibition. 

Paying no heed to the warnings of the Board of Health, they stood shoulder to shoulder. Soon 

many would fall ill and the hospitals would overflow. Ballinahinch and the Jockey Club would 

become makeshift hospitals. 

What thoughts did Annie Kathleen write down in her home on Hess Street South? What 

recollections jotted down in these days would see the light of day a century later? 

The dead began to pile up in the morgues. The funeral homes could not keep up with the demand 

for caskets and burials. Companies brought on additional cabinet makers.   

Schools and church basements became makeshift kitchens. Volunteers prepared food baskets for 

home delivery. Private car owners lent their cars to those delivering food and nursing care. 

But, it was not over. 



A.V. Young, “Pete” sat at his desk in a 

comfortable chair in a well furnished room. 

He opened the drawer and took out his 

Military Attestation Papers. Bill (J. V. 

Young), his brother, had been over there. 

Wounded. But he came home. 

Families and friends paid a steep price. He 

thought of Gordon Hamilton Southam, lost 

during the Battle of the Somme and 

Gordon Glassco and the letters written 

before the final day. 

And of Travers (Travers Lucas),  a relative, and the agony and despair they had to overcome, 

when news came from overseas about the 54th Battalion in Arras near Vimy. 

Such a tremendous price – a generation gone. 

 

FRIENDS OF AUCHMAR EVENTS 

 

Friends of Auchmar Annual General Meeting 

The Friends of Auchmar Annual General Meeting was held via Zoom on October 29, 2020 

between 5:00pm-7:00 pm. 

The keynote speakers were Mr. John Summers, Manager, Heritage Facilities Management, City 

of Hamilton, Miss Carolyn Samko, Senior Project Manager, City of Hamilton and Mrs. Carol 

Priamo, Heritage Advocate. Beasley Neighbourhood Association. 

Prior to the keynote addresses, the F.O.A. conducted a brief business meeting, at which time 

reports were received from the Executive. These included the Reports of the Secretary, Treasurer 

and Membership Co-ordinator. Dr. Diane Dent, Chair, Friends of Auchmar presented the annual 

Address of the Chair to the membership and audience. 

Carol Priamo presented a photographic retrospective of the 

Auchmar Gatehouse which included archival photos, 

commentary of architectural elements, and recent photos by 

Robin McKee. 

John Summers and Carolyn Samko gave the keynote address 

with a focus on the Auchmar Gatehouse and positioning 

Auchmar Estate for future use. 

A hypothetical cost analysis was presented which considered engineering studies, heritage 

assessment, conservation, relocation and restoration with respect to the Auchmar Gatehouse.   



 

Auchmar Estate was discussed in terms of positioning for future uses. It was clearly stated that 

Auchmar would not become “a bricks and mortar museum” but a venue that would engage the 

citizens and community at large. 

A question and answer session followed the keynote addresses. 

The meeting was adjourned by Dr. Diane Dent at 7:00 pm.   

 

 

GrtLitHamilton Goes Digital   November 28, 2020 

GrtLit Hamilton returned in a virtual format via Zoom on November 26-28, 2020.  Dr. Diane 

Dent, Chair, Friends of Auchmar, was asked by the organizers to once again say a few words 

about Auchmar Estate and introduce author Ted Barris, who would speak about on of his recent 

works, titled Rush to Danger: Medics in the Line of Fire. 

This session will be take place on November 28, 2020 at 4:00 pm. For information and 

registration please go to www.grtlit.ca  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.grtlit.ca/


THE PHOTO GALLERY 

 

This issue, the photo gallery attempts to capture the sense of tragedy and uncertainty which was 

experienced during the years of the Great War. 
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CONTACT US 

LOOKING TO REACH the Friends of Auchmar and not sure how?  Do you want to attend our public 

meeting? Would you like a little bit of information?  Do you have a comment?  Would you like to become 

involved?  Do you have a memory or story about Auchmar that you wish to share? 

Here are the ways: 

Website:  www.friendsofauchmar.ca 

General Information Email:  info@friendsofauchmar.ca 

Membership:  membership@friendsofauchmar.ca 

Twitter:  @FOAuchmar.ca 

Facebook:  www.faceboook.com/friendsofauchmar  

OR 

Just come up and speak with us.       

                                                                    

PHOTO CREDITS 

Page 1  Auchmar Estate (2 photos Hamilton Public Library) (Sourced at F.O.A.) Auchmar Estate in 

Autumn (Sourced at F.O.A.) 

Page 2   Spanish Flu (Oct. 1918, The Hamilton Spectator); Tank Day, Hamilton Nov. 2, 1918 (H.P.L., 

L.H.&A); Ballinahinch Influenza Hospital (no date) (H.P.L. L.H. &A.). 

Page 3   Attestation Papers (Sourced at F.O.A.)  Carol Priamo portrait (www.thespec.com). 

Page 4   John Summers (John Summers) Carolyn Samko (F.O.A. Events) GrtLit (www.grtlit.ca)  Rush to 

Danger (Ted Barris.com) 

Page 5  (1) Military Diary (2) Newspaper Clippings (Niagara on the Lake Museum.) (3) F. Travers Lucas  

( Herbert Rickards). (4) Victory Bonds ( www.tvo.org) (5) G.H. Southam (www.veterans.gc.ca) (6) 

Medical Personnel (St. James Cathedral Archive, Toronto). (7) Niagara Cottage Hospital (Niagara on the 

Lake Museum. 

Page 6  Overlooking the City, near the James Street Incline Railway.  (Sourced at Friends of Auchmar). 
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